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promised money, protection, and the village of
Hewra to him and his heirs in perpetuity if* he
would betray Alzal Khan into his hands.

Pantoji yielded to the bribe and swore fidelity-
to Shivaji. They now consulted as to the best
means of putting their plan into operation, and
Pantoji suggested asking Alzal Khan to a con-
ference. Shivaji, therefore, sent for Krishnaji
Bhaskar, his vakel, who was also a Brahmin, and
to whom he confided the plot, and ordered him,
with Pantoji Gopinaih, to Alzal Khan's camp,
when they told the latter that Shivaji was in
great fear of the Bijapur army, and thatt, if Alzal
Khan would give him personal assurance of his
life being spared, he might be induced to give
himself up.

Alzal Khan .fell at once into the trap and
agreed to send his army to Jaoli, a matter of some
difficulty on account of the nature of the country,
whilst he would meet Shivaji below the fort of
Pratapgharh.

A road was now cleared for the Khan, but